2017 SPSE ANNUAL AWARDS
WELCOME ADDRESS
DR NUR BANO ALI – SPSE CHAIRPERSON
The Acting Prime Minister, Attorney-General and Minister for Economy, Public Enterprises,
Civil Service and Communications, Honourable Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum; the Governor of
Reserve Bank of Fiji Mr. Ariff Ali; Panel of Judges for the Annual Report Awards and the
Grand Awards; Distinguished Guests; Ladies and Gentlemen.
Good evening to you all.
On behalf of the Board and Management of the South Pacific Stock Exchange, it is my great
pleasure this evening to welcome you all to the inaugural 2017 SPSE ANNUAL AWARDS. We
call these the Grand Awards Ceremony.
Award ceremonies are a celebration of talent, success and achievement and have become
almost an integral part of many industries and sectors these days. We at the stock market
similarly wish to showcase our achievements and talent as well.
More importantly the showcase of success of any form necessarily breeds further success
and this is what we at SPSE think will lead to more accountable enterprises through
competition and hence more listings.
We also wish to evolve to a better organisation and have transformed our old Annual
Report competition to the one today, the first time Grand Awards for listed and unlisted
companies and for our relevant stakeholders, brokers and investors. This gives us coverage
of the entire Capital Markets Industry.
This newly designed Awards event will now become our annual event and will continue to
showcase and reward talent, achievement and success for business and investment.
Ladies and gentlemen, I would first of all like to express our sincere appreciation to the
Honourable Minister and Attorney General, Honourable Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum, for accepting
our invitation to deliver the key note address at tonight’s event. Your presence, Minister, is
testimony to Government’s commitment in developing the South Pacific Stock Exchange and
the greater capital market emphasising our importance in the larger financial markets.
I also wish to extend a special welcome to all the representatives of entities that have
entered the Annual Report Awards as well as representatives from listed companies, broking
houses, investment advisory firms, institutional investors as well as retail investors who
would be competing for the Grand Awards tonight.
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is also important to acknowledge the efforts and presence of the
Annual Report Awards panel of judges, Ms Renu Chand, Mr Sunil Sharma, Ms Sarah JaneWild, Ms Poonam Maharaj-Wong, Mr Vaughan Tuinamuana and Mr Mosese Kanisewe for
assessing the 33 Annual Reports submitted from various sectors. Whilst we understand that
the task of assessing these Annual Reports has not been easy especially in light of the
changed criteria and the reviewed awards, we have also been encouraged to see an increase
in the number of entrants this year from 30 to 33.
This year, the SPSE has introduced a Grand Awards category wherein our industry
stakeholders will be recognised and rewarded. For this, I would like to thank the Grand
Awards judging panel comprising of SPSE directors and management and especially
acknowledge the input and contribution of Ms. Wati Seeto who presided over the judging
panel as an independent chairperson from the industry regulator – Reserve Bank of Fiji.
Her involvement and input into the judging process confirms the partnership and mutual
relationship between SPSE’s and RBF’s and both these organisations commitment towards
recognising the efforts of its industry players and through
fair, independent and
transparent means as is required of them.
Ladies and gentlemen, given that this was the first year for SPSE to present the Grand
Awards, the criteria as well as the finalisation of the nominees has been carried out by the
judging panel. The event and process will surely evolve into a better and bigger as it is
refined with experience and changing dynamics of the Capital markets industry.
I now wish to thank the management and staff of SPSE and our dedicated board of directors
who have worked tirelessly to bring this awards event to reality.
Our small but very smart and talented team of staff at the Exchange have put in a lot of
effort to put this together in record time too.
The whole event has been put together in just over a month and our team deserve a very big
thank you and congratulations on their achievement- you are all winners tonight as well.
Now our sponsors – thank you to all of you for your support.
Our gold sponsors – ATH with its subsidiary companies Vodafone, TFL and FINTEL. Our
support sponsors –
1. Reserve Bank of Fiji;
2. Toyota Tsusho (South Sea) Limited;
3. Fijian Holdings Limited;
4. Free Bird Institute Limited;
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5. Vision Investments Limited;
6. Jacks of Fiji Group of Companies Limited;
7. HFC Bank;
8. Paradise Beverages (Fiji) Limited;
9. FMF Foods Limited;
10. FijiCare Insurance Limited;
11. Pleass Global Limited; and
12. Positive Space (Fiji) Limited
And our media partners – Fiji Television Limited, Communications Fiji Limited and Fiji Sun.
Ladies and gentlemen, the Awards ceremony will achieve the following:
-

Help us recognise and reward high performers in business
Enhance excellence accountability and disclosure in reporting
Elevate public awareness of the activities of the Exchange and
Attract more listings as an alternative mode of raising capital and creating
investment for institutions and individuals through this platform
Encourage wealth creation for small to medium investors which will multiply and
permeate throughout the economy and social strata of the Country.

We ask all our industry players to strive for nothing less than excellence so that the entire
capital market in Fiji can develop as a whole. We would also like to encourage companies
throughout Fiji, especially state owned enterprises and public unlisted companies to
participate in the Annual Report Awards which provides a platform for independent
evaluation of Annual Reports as well as promotes a culture of quality disclosure to
shareholders.
So ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the SPSE board and management, thank you very
much for attending this inaugural event – we are extremely pleased that the event was
sold out a week ago.
Good luck to all the nominees for the awards that will be presented tonight.
And congratulations to all the winners!
Have a pleasant evening. Thank you.
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